
CIVITAS REGIONAL CONFERENCE BANJA LUKA

March 20-22,2015

Global Education ðnew subject 

field or a new dimension of civic 

education?

Prof.Rumen Valchev

Open Education Centre, Sofia



CIVIC EDUCATION GOAL

To support the young person on the way 

of becoming a citizen of its country.



CIVIC EDUCATION PROCESS INVOLVES

acquiring knowledge on society and the rules 

under which it operates; 

forming attitudes and competences for a life 

with others in society  

development of a relevant value system.



CITIZENSHIP COMPONENTS

The citizenship is realized within the nation state 

and has three components 

ðcivil (legal), political and cultural. 



LEGAL COMPONENT

The legal component is first and guarantees 

security, 

property and individual civic liberties. 

From a legal point of view, citizenship is 

objectively 

given to the individual depending on 

circumstances when born. 



POLITICAL COMPONENT

The political dimension of citizenship is the 

legitimate membership in the community 

(local and national) and supposedly 

active participation in political institutions 

and public affairs and in its government. 



CULTURAL COMPONENT

The third dimension is the cultural 

ðcitizenship means to be a member in a 

community, 

which is a source of identity and a citizen is also 

a person with a developed system of values, 

typical for each national society. 



INTERCONNECTION BETWEEN CITIZENSHIP 

COMPONENTS

Owing and realizing rights assumes 

political and public activity and this reinforces 

civic identity, the sense of membership 

and belonging to the community.



LIBERAL MODEL OF CITIZENSHIP

Important but occasionalidentity, a legal status

rather than a fact of everydaylife



THE REPUBLICAN MODEL OF CITIZENSHIP

The citizen in a republican cultureis strongly 

occupied with the political process of setting 

the common good as a priority. He abides the 

law, because it is his law and he actively 

participates in community life, because he is 

deeply attached to the community. Citizenship is 

a system of values, beliefs and a set of public 

activities which one develops throughout life.



GLOBALIZATION

The process of world globalization, the emerging 

world economy, fashion, entertainment, the 

growth of world cooperation, 

the construction of the global network of 

relations between countries, communities, 

institutions and individuals raises the question 

whether the global citizenship is not the 

adequate concept  defining the new condition of 

the citizen. 



GLOBAL CITIZENSHIP

Briefly global citizenship means that each 

inhabitant of the world will be and act as a 

member of the global community, 

increasingly will become a subject of common 

laws and will have common rights, will share 

certain global consciousness and follow 

globally accepted values and norms.



FOUNDATIONS OF GLOBAL CITIZENSHIP

There are not legal foundationsof such a 

citizenship (beyond the acceptance of the 

universal human rights as stated in the 

International Charter of Human Rights), 

There are not necessary political foundations 

in a globalizing but based on the nation states 

world.As well there are not sufficient cultural 

foundations in a world which is like a global 

mosaic of different cultures.



EMERGENCE AND SHAPING OF NATIONAL 

CITIZENSHIP

But if we look back to the period of emergence 

and shaping of the national citizenship we should 

see that this was similarly a slow and a long 

process ðdepending on the  development of the 

national community and of its political 

embodiment ðthe national state, on the even 

more slowly emerging and developing 

national cultures with its values, norms .



IN THE WORLD TODAY

Slow realization of the idea of the universal 

human rights and responsibilities and we are in 

the beginning on the road leading toward the 

universally valid legal frame based on the  

recognition and respect of these human rights.   

Emergence and development of supranational 

political mechanismsfor matching and dealing 

with the global problems.



IN THE WORLD TODAY

The process of  development of global sensitivity 

and consciousness and the sense of belonging to 

the global community, to the human kind and the 

adhesion to norms  and values typical for the 

relations of the people not as members of nation 

states, but as representatives of the humanity



IN THE WORLD TODAY

Emergence of the world community with its 

spatial and time dimensions. The measure of our 

actions on this planet is in its consequences for 

the lives of the future generations.    



THE CONCEPT OF THE DEMOCRATIC 

CITIZENSHIP

Has a clear supranational dimension. 

Based on voluntary acceptance of more universal 

than strictly national principles and norms; 

on the permanent overcoming of the narrow 

space of family, class, community and even of the 

state and it presupposes a more universal feeling 

for community and multilayer affiliation.



JURGENHABERMAS

Only a democratic citizenship that does not close 

itself off in a particularistic fashion can pave the 

way for a world citizenship.State citizenship and 

world citizenship form continuum whose contours 

at least are already becoming visibleó.



GLOBAL CONSCIOUSNESS

A capacityand inclination to placeour self and

the people,objects, and situations, with whichwe

comeinto contact within the broadermatrix of 

our contemporaryworld. This consciousness is 

based on our ability to see  local experience as a 

show of broader planet development; 

on global understandingor our ability to think 

flexibly and in an informed manner on the worldõs 

broad development.



DEVELOPMENT OF THE GLOBAL SELF

Our perception as global actors or as parts 

of global processes; our feel for global affiliation 

which guides our actions and incites to our civil 

duties. 



EUROPEAN CITIZENSHIP

The process of European unification 

Based on the principles of freedom of movement 

of people,capitaland information, 

Includes creation of general policy, general 

economic market, policies based on the solution 

of common problems 



EUROPEAN CITIZENSHIP

These policies and the government depend on 

the active participation of the EU citizens.

In the same time EU is moving not too fast into 

the direction of ageneral cultural space where 

more and more people do share the same values 

and develop a sense of new affiliation and sense 

of belonging to the European community and its 

development.



EMERGENCE OF LEGAL CITIZENSHIP

What we see is the emergence of legal 

citizenship, which means set of rights, 

responsibilities and obligations by the citizen 

within the European Community as well.



DEVELOPMENT OF AN EUROPEANSENSITIVITY

As for the other dimensions of citizenship 

- social, economic, cultural - they are still 

at an early stage of development. To a similar 

phase is the development of a European 

sensitivity which should lead to a broader sense 

of belonging, of building another more complex 

identity for the European citizen.



GLOBAL CITIZENSHIP AS A GLOBAL LEARNING

From social and cultural point of view 

the global citizenship could be characterized 

as well as a process of global learning and 

global education, which process overgrows 

the narrow limits of social learning 

delineated by the existing communities. 



DEFINITIONS OF GLOBAL CITIZENSHIP

Most of the concepts have been developed in 

NGO sector which is not surprising because the 

citizens being involved there have been 

participating in more transboundary actions, do 

have more global way of life and have been 

increasingly more mobile than their co-citizens.



DEVELOPMENT EDUCATION ASSOCIATION.

ă Globalcitizenship. Gainingthe knowledge, skills

and understandingof conceptsand institutions

necessaryto becomeinformed, active, 

responsiblecitizens.

Å developingskills to evaluateinformation

and different points of viewon global issues

through the media and other sources;



DEVELOPMENT EDUCATION ASSOCIATION

Å learningabout institutions, declarationsand

conventionsand the role of groups, NGOsand

governmentsin global issues;

Å developingunderstandingof howand

wherekeydecisionsare made;



DEVELOPMENT EDUCATION ASSOCIATION

Å appreciating that young peopleõs views and 

concernsmatter and are listened to; and how to 

take responsibleaction that can influence and 

affect global issues;

Å appreciating the global context of local and 

national issues and decisions at a personal and 

societal level;

Å understanding the roles of language, place, 

arts, religion in own and othersõ identityó. 



GLOBAL CITIZENSHIP OXFAM

GlobalCitizenas someonewho:

i̔s awareof the widerworldand has a senseof 

their own role as a world citizen;

r̔espectsand valuesdiversity;

h̔as an understandingof how the world works;



GLOBAL CITIZENSHIP OXFAM

i̔s outraged by social injustice;

p̔articipates in the community at a range of 

levels,from the local to the global;

i̔s willing to act to make the world a more

equitable and sustainable place;

t̔akes responsibility for his actions. 



ACTIVE GLOBAL CITIZENSHIP

Empowerspeople to participate in public affairs, 

strengthen civil society  and fosters a living 

democracy. It enhances citizenõs active 

involvement and engagement for social change 

within their local communities and  native 

societies.It promotes a sense of global citizenship 

and co-responsibility at the global level of world 

society. 



DOUBLE NATURE OF GLOBAL CITIZENSHIP

Thus global citizenship is something which is 

expected to develop and to characterize the 

social and public role of the individual in the 

future but in the same time it takes 

shape and gains on importance already now. 



DOUBLE NATURE OF GLOBAL CITIZENSHIP

It could not be defined within the old categories 

of national citizenship, but could be defined as 

a dimension of the democratic citizenship. 

It should be clearly stated that the global 

citizenship is not a eurocentristconcept but in 

the pure sense of the word is a concept 

developed in Europe.



GLOBAL EDUCATION - FINLAND

Education must put Global Education at the heart 

of learning, if it is to be considered quality 

education.Global Education has a crucial role to 

play in all national education system 

improvement,in curriculum development, 

teacher education,improvement of school 

practice and learning culture,and the 

development of educational landscapes.ó 



THE GOAL OF EDUCATION FOR GLOBAL 

CITIZENSHIP

is development of sensitivity and understanding 

for the world and its problems, creating a sense 

of belonging to this world,of compassion toward 

the others, a sense of our interdependency on 

global problems and the risks they carry for our 

lives and the necessity of constructing an active 

position for the solution of these problems, to 

become part  of the change itself. (Mahatma 

Gandhi).



THE GOALSOF DEVELOPMENT EDUCATION 

ă To raise awareness and understanding of how 

global issues affect the everyday lives of 

individuals communities and how all of us can 

and do influence the global.

To prepare the individual for life in the current 

inter-connectedchanging world.



THE GOALSOF DEVELOPMENT EDUCATION -2

Development education fosters the full 

participation of all citizens in world-wide poverty 

eradication, and the fight against exclusion. It 

seeks to influence more just and sustainable 

economic, social, environmental, human rights 

based national and international policies.ó 



DEVELOPMENT EDUCATION

is an active learning process founded on values 

of solidarity, equality, inclusion and co-operation. 

It enables people to move from basic awareness 

of international development priorities and 

sustainable human development through 

understanding the causes of global issues to 

personal involvement and informed actions. 



DEVELOPMENT EDUCATION OXFAM

To provide an experience of being able to make 

a difference through action;

To develop skills of enquiry, participation and 

reflection;

To develop an understanding of the world as a 

globalcommunity, and to discuss the political, 

economic,environmental and social implications 

of this. 



GLOBAL EDUCATION 

Global education occurs and has to be developed 

at a time when social education in schools is  

differentiated in various ways (the so called 

òadjective educationsó): environmental, 

intercultural, human                                           

rights education, conflict resolution,                                                                

education for sustainable development.



EDUCATIONFORDEMOCRATICCITIZENSHIP

means education, training, dissemination, 

information,practices and activities, which aim 

by equipping learnerswith knowledge, skills and 

understanding to empower 

them to exercise and defend their democratic 

rights and responsibilities in society, to value 

diversity and to playan active part in democratic 

life, with a view to the 

promotion and protection of democracy and the 

rule of law. 



GLOBAL AND ENVIRONMENTAL EDUCATION

is also visible and studying ecological problems                                                              

in their relation to other global problemsand 

their influence on  our lives and on the life of the 

planet is among the main subjects of global 

education.                                                                                                              



GLOBAL EDUCATION AND EDUCATION                                  

FOR SUSTAINABLE DEVELOPMENT (ESD).    

ESDenablespeopleto developthe knowledge, 

valuesand skills to participate in decisionsabout

the waywe do things individuallyand collectively, 

both locallyand globally, that will improvethe

quality of life now without damagingthe planet

for the future.



THE BASIC CONCEPTS OF ESD

Å Diversity- respect and toleration for human 

social, economic, cultural and biodiversity;

Å Quality of life- recognition of global justice as a                                        

cornerstone of sustainability and that everyoneõs                                                    

basic needs are to be satisfied;

Å Interdependence- people, environment and 

economy  are linked at all levels;



THE BASIC CONCEPTS OF ESD 

Å Citizenship, rights and responsibilitiesð

recognizing the importance of taking personal 

responsibility to make the world a better place for 

everyone;

Å Needs and rights of future generations

understanding our basic needs and the 

implications for future generations                                    

needs from todayõs actions;



THE BASIC CONCEPTS OF ESD

Å Sustainable change: understanding that 

resources are finite and that this has 

consequences on the way of life,                                 

trade and industry;

Å Uncertainty and attention: Recognition that 

possible  approaches to sustainability are 

numerous and that situations are constantly 

changing as a need for lifelong learning and 

flexibility.



GLOBAL EDUCATION ðEIGHT DIMENSIONS

òInterdependence: understandinghow people,                                                  

places, economies and environments are all                                           

inextricably interrelated, and that choices and                                           

events have repercussions on a global scale;

Conflictresolution: understandingthe nature

of conflicts, their impact on developmentand why

there is a need for their resolutionand

the promotionof harmony;



GLOBAL EDUCATION ðEIGHT DIMENSIONS

Sustainable development: understanding the 

need to maintain and improve the quality of life 

now without damaging the planet for future 

generations;

Diversity: understanding and respecting 

differencesand relating these to our common 

humanity;



GLOBAL EDUCATION ðEIGHT DIMENSIONS

SocialJustice: understandingthe importanceof 

social justice as an element in both sustainable

developmentand the improvedwelfareof all

people;

HumanRights: knowledgeabout Human Rights

includingthe UN Conventionon the Rightsof the

Child;



GLOBAL EDUCATION ðEIGHT DIMENSIONS

Values and perceptions: developing a critical 

evaluation of representations of global issues 

and an appreciation of the effect these have on 

peopleõsattitudes and values.ó 



GLOBAL EDUCATION  GERMAN APPROACH   

Structuring global developmentðthis is certainly                                                         

the most daunting task of Global Education,                                                  

Development Education and Education for 

Sustainable Development. On the one hand, 

there is an attempt to shut down the whole 

process of globalization of the world                                            

within certain limits, fields, processes and 

problems. 



GLOBAL EDUCATION  GERMAN APPROACH

Then on the other ðthis is an attempt to transmit                                                         

the complexities of identified problems, areas 

and dimensions with the limited means of 

education, provided that there is no agreement 

on what these processes are, how they connect 

and their possible future development. 



SUBJECT OF GLOBAL EDUCATION

Politics/ democracy, good government, 

coherent development;

Society/ self -preservation, continuity in change,                                                       

social security and integration;

Environment/ protection of ecosystems and 

natural living conditions;

Economy/ providing goods and services,                                                                 

incomes and standard of living.



GLOBAL EDUCATION TOPICS

Diversity of  values, cultures and living 

conditions; Globalization of religious and ethical 

guiding principles; History of globalization: from 

colonialism to the global village; Commodities 

from around the world; Production, trade and 

consumption; Food and agriculture; Illness and 

Health; Education; Globalized leisure-time                                       

activities; 



GLOBAL EDUCATION TOPICS

Protection and use of natural resources and 

energy production;                               

Opportunities and dangers of technological 

progress; Global environmental changes; Mobility, 

urban development and traffic; Globalization of 

economy and labor;



GLOBAL EDUCATION TOPICS

Demographic structures and developments; 

Poverty and social security; Peace and conflict; 

Migration and integration; Political power, 

democracy and human rights( good governance); 

Development co-operation and institutions; 

Global governance ðworld order.  



GLOBAL PROBLEMS   TITUS ALEXANDER

Sharing our planet: 

Issues involving the global commons

Climate change / global warming

Biodiversity, ecosystem losses, soil erosion

Fisheries depletion

Deforestation



GLOBAL PROBLEMS   TITUS ALEXANDER

Sharingour planet: 

Issuesinvolvingthe globalcommons

Waterquality and deficits

Maritime safetyand pollution

Sustainableagriculture



GLOBAL PROBLEMS   TITUS ALEXANDER

Sharingour humanity: Issueswhich size

and urgencyrequire a globalcommitment

Globalpoverty

Food securityfor theworldõspoor

Peacekeeping, conflict prevention, 

combatingterrorism

Militarization, arms proliferation and

weaponsof massdestruction


